Zipf 's law, that is the frequency of any word is inversely proportional to its rank (Krikmann 1997) .
II. In studying the spread and variability of various folkloric and linguistic materials, Krikmann developed his own methods for cartographic detection of regions and isolines, relying on heterogeneous data collected with various density. This led to more general results on the stereotypy and uniqueness of folklore material through a geographical perspective (Krikmann 1980 (Krikmann , 1997 (Krikmann , 2000 III. In his numerous writings on the content, meaning, and form of Estonian proverbs (e.g. Krikmann 1974a Krikmann and b, 1984 Krikmann , 2004 Krikmann , 2009 etc.) Krikmann analysed how these different levels of expression combine and mutually structure each other, how it relates to situation of proverb use, what the general principles are in a creative mind using proverbs, and within the general patterns of thinking about life.
IV. In his studying of alliteration in various Finnic folksongs, Krikmann made the important discovery of how not only does alliteration engage distinct consonants and vowels, but instead has a more general strive toward a similarity of vowels -the remarkable and relevant tendency to use vowels as phonetically close as possible in alliteration (Krikmann 2015) .
